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Editorial 

ORAL SQUAMOUS carcinoma is regarded as about the sixth 
most common malignant neoplasm worldwide. Particularly a 
problem in the Third World, there is now evidence that it is 
increasing in the West. A range of other neoplasms involve 
the mouth and perioral tissues: these include particularly neo- 
plasms of salivary glands, and those in immunoincompetent 
hosts, including HIV disease. 

Oral disease, however, is also a major component of many 
malignancies, and is a serious problem in terms of symptoma- 
tology and prognosis. The mouth is, for example, a prime 
source of septicaemia in leukaemics. Oral lesions are 
extremely common and symptomatic in patients on cancer 
chemotherapy, where there is radiotherapy to the head and 
neck region, and in bone marrow and other transplants. 

Publications on Oral Oncology are numerous but widely 
dispersed in the medical, dental, scientific and other literature, 
making it difficult to keep abreast of developments. Indeed, a 
recent literature search revealed 100 relevant titles spread 
across 67 different journals. 

The new interdisciplinary journal, Oral Oncology, will, for 
the first time, draw together issues relating to aetiopatho- 
genesis, epidemiology, prevention and management and will 
appeal to basic researchers in these disciplines, epidemiolo- 
gists, head and neck surgeons-particularly those in oral and 
maxillofacial surgery, oral physicians, dentists, pathologists 
and non-medical health care professionals concerned with oral 
care, as well as oncologists and other clinicians. The Editorial 
Board is drawn from experts across the world and includes 
persons specialising in these various disciplines. 

The journal will attempt to referee papers and offer a deci- 
sion within weeks, and publish accepted material within about 
6 months. It should thus be an effective disseminator of 
knowledge. 

Crispian Scully, 
Editor 

Oral Oncology 

We are delighted to see the inaugural issue of Oral Oncology, 
the first EJC daughter journal, which will cover the important, 
and often neglected multidisciplinary field of oral and perioral 
oncology. The editor, Crispian Scully, Professor of Oral 
Medicine, Surgery and Pathology at Bristol University, is 
joined by an international advisory board of eminent oncolog- 
ists and scientists and a board of consulting editors. Oral 
Oncology will feature both topical invited review articles, and 
submitted papers. The new journal will reflect the interdisci- 
plinary nature of the EJC and focus on an area of oncology 
which presents an increasing problem in the developed and 
developing world. 

Michael Peckham 
Editor in Chief 

European Journal of Cancer 



The Editorial Team 

Crispian Scully is Head of the University Department of 
Oral Medicine, Surgery and Pathology in Bristol, UK, and an 
Honorary Consultant in Oral Surgery and Oral Medicine. He 
is Consultant Advisor in Dental Research, a member of the 
Committee on Dental and Surgical Materials, the Standing 
Dental Advisory Committee, and the Central Research and 
Development Committee-all of the Department of Health. 
Professor Scully is a member of the General Dental Council, 
Chairman of the Central Examining Board, and Council 
Member of the British Society for Oral Medicine. 

Jean-Claude Horiot is the Head of Department of Radio- 
therapy, at the Tumor Institute Centre Georges-Francois 
Leclerc in Dijon (France) and since 1972 Professor of Radio- 
therapy at the University of Dijon (France). Since 1988 he 
has been Adjunct Professor of Radiotherapy at the University 
of Texas Cancer Center, M.D. Anderson Hospital, Houston, 
USA. He is Chairman of the Quality Control Committee and 
a Board and Council member of EORTC and from 1992- 
1993 is ESTRO President. 

Barry Gusterson is Chairman of the Section of Cell Biology 
and Experimental Pathology at the Institute of Cancer 
Research and an Honorary Consultant in Histopathology at 
the Royal Marsden Hospital. Since qualifying in both dentis- 
try and medicine he has published widely on growth factors 
and their receptors in head and neck cancer. Although his 
present research interest concentrates on breast cancer he still 
maintains his links with oral biology through work on onco- 
genes in oral cancer and as a member of the WHO Committee 
on the classification of salivary gland tumours. 

Peter A. Reichart was formerly Lecturer in Oral Surgery, 
Faculty of Dentistry, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai, 
Thailand and then Professor, Medical College of Hanover, 
Germany, Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery. 
Since 1983 he has been Head and Chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Oral Surgery, Faculty of Dentistry (North Free Uni- 
versity of Berlin, Germany) and is currently the President, 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft fur Kieferchirurgie, and Vice-president, 
Arbeitskreis fur Oral Pathologie, Germany as well as Member 
of several national and international associations of oral and 
maxillofacial surgery, and oral pathology. 
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The Editorial Team 

Peter Boyle is Director of the Division of Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics at the European Institute of Oncology in Milan, 
Italy. He was formerly Head of the SEARCH Programme at 
the International Agency for Research on Cancer in Lyon, 
France and before that was Assistant Professor in the Depart- 
ments of Epidemiology and Biostatistics at Harvard School of 
Public Health and at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in 
Boston, United States. For many years he was also an honor- 
ary lecturer in Oral Medicine and Pathology at Glasgow 
Dental School and at the Centre for Study of Oral Diseases 
in Bristol Dental School, both in the United Kingdom. Peter 
Boyle is currently Chairman of the Epidemiology and Preven- 
tion Branch of the EORTC (European Organisation for 
Research and Treatment of Cancer), Chairman of the 
Epidemiology and Prevention Branch of the EUSOMA 
(European Society of Mastology) and an Editor of the 
European Journal of Cancer. 

Allan Balmain is Senior Scientist and Head of the Molecular 
Carcinogenesis Group at the Beatson Institute for Cancer 
Research in Glasgow, UK, having trained in the University of 
Glasgow and held positions in the University of Strasbourg 
and the German Cancer Research Centre in Heidelberg, 
Germany. His main research interest is in the molecular basis 
of epithelial carcinogenesis. 

Gordon B. Snow is Professor and Chairman of the depart- 
ment of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery at the Free 
University Hospital, Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 


